PIRKEI AVOT – Ethics of the Fathers

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 1 (1)
The Sages taught this chapter in the language of the Mishnah. Blessed is He Who chose them and their teaching.

Rabbi Meir said: Whoever engages in Torah study for its own sake merits many things; furthermore, the creation of the entire world is worthwhile for his sake alone. He is called: “Friend, Beloved.” He loves the Omnipresent, he loves His creatures, he gladdens the Omnipresent, he gladdens His creatures. The Torah clothes him in humility and fear of God; it makes him fit to be righteous, devout, fair and faithful. It moves him away from sin and draws him near to merit. From him people enjoy counsel and wisdom, understanding and strength, as it is said: “Mine are counsel and wisdom, I am understanding, mine is strength.” The Torah gives him kingship and dominion and analytical judgement; the secrets of the Torah are revealed to him; he becomes a steadily strengthening fountain and like an unceasing river. He becomes modest, patient and forgiving of insult to himself. The Torah makes him great and exalts him above all things.

Avot 6:1 & Mishlei 8:14

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 1 (2)

This chapter – is not part of the Talmudic Tractate Avot, but is a collection of Beraitas (supplements to the Mishnah, forming part of the Oral Law,) which were selected because they are related to the major themes of the tractate. In the era of the Geonim, the custom developed to recite and study one chapter each Shabbat afternoon between Pesach and Shavuot, and between the two festivals there are six Shabbatot.

ArtScroll

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 1 (3)

Whoever engages in Torah study for its own sake – This means studying thoroughly so as to discern from it the will of God. 
Rav Hirsch

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 1 (4)

The creation of the entire world is worthwhile for his sake alone – since the world was created for the sake of the Torah. Our Sages explain: “BeREISHIT Bara Elokim” – God created the world for the sake of the Torah which is called “REISHIT Darko” (the beginning of His way).

Bereishit 1:1, Bereishit Rabbah 1 & Mishlei 8:22

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 1 (5)

He is called: “Friend” – because people want to befriend him so as to hear his advice on everything.

Kehati

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 1 (6)

He is called: “Beloved” – on account of his sterling character traits.

Kehati

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 1 (7)

He loves the Omnipresent, he loves His creatures – One who truly loves God will also love His creatures.

HaChassid Yaavetz

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 1 (8)

He gladdens the Omnipresent – This language is of course analogical, not literal. In a similar vein, the Torah states as a prelude to the Flood when mankind was not living up to God’s aspirations: “Hashem was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and it grieved Him to His heart.”

Rav I Bunim & Bereishit 6:6

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 1 (9)

He gladdens His creatures – By introducing people to the Torah, one gladdens them and earns their gratitude.

Rashi

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 1 (10)

The Torah clothes him in humility and fear of God – One who studies Torah for its own sake should be humbled by its vastness and depth.

Based on ArtScroll

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 1 (11)

It makes him fit to be righteous, devout, fair and faithful – The study of Torah for its own sake prepares one emotionally to attain elevated spiritual levels. 
Tiferet Yisrael
Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 1 (12)

It moves him away from sin – The Torah that a person has absorbed can provide him with the sanity to resist when he is confronted with a temptation to sin. 
Tiferet Yisrael
Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 1 (13)

It draws him near to merit – The Torah within a person motivates him to seek opportunities and situations that will enable him to lead a life of merit. 

Tiferet Yisrael
Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 1 (14)

The Torah gives him kingship and dominion – With the Torah he achieves dominion over the impulses and passions of his own character.

Rav I Bunim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 1 (15)

He becomes modest – The more he understands of the Torah’s limitless depths and the infinite greatness of God, the more insignificant and humble must he become in his own eyes. 
Rav I Bunim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 1 (16)

The Torah makes him great and exalts him above all things – The Torah instills in him an exalted sense of purpose that infuses everything he does. He lives an elevated life not only when he prays and studies, but when he eats, drinks and conducts commerce. 
Avodat Yisrael

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 2 (1)
Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: Every single day, a Heavenly voice emanates from Mount Chorev proclaiming and saying: “Woe to them, to the people, because of their insult to the Torah!” For whoever does not occupy himself with the Torah is called “Rebuked,” as it is said: “Like a golden ring in a swine’s snout is a beautiful woman who turns away from good judgement.” And it says: “The Tablets are God’s handiwork and the script was God’s script Charut (engraved) on the Tablets.” Do not read “Charut (engraved)” but “Cherut (freedom)”, for you can have no freer man than one who is engaged in Torah study. And anyone who engages in Torah study becomes elevated, as it is said: “From Mattanah to Nachaliel and from Nachaliel to Bamot.”

Avot 6:2, Proverbs 11:22, Shemot 32:16 & BeMidbar 21:19

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 2 (2)

Every single day, a Heavenly voice emanates from Mount Chorev – This is the “great voice that did not cease” at the Sinai Revelation referred to in Devarim 5:19. 
Rav Moshe Alshakar

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 2 (3)

Woe to them, to the people, because of their insult to the Torah! – Woe to those who suffer the maladies of the soul yet refuse to avail themselves of the Torah’s therapeutic power.

Mili d’Avot

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 2 (4)

Woe to them, to the people, because of their insult to the Torah! – This is directed to anyone who owns Jewish books but leaves them unread on the shelf gathering dust.

Rav David HaNagid, grandson of Rambam

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 2 (5)

Whoever does not occupy himself with the Torah is called “Rebuked” – One who does not study cannot fulfil its demands properly.

Tiferet Yisrael

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 2 (6)

The Tablets are God’s handiwork and the script was God’s script Charut (engraved) on the Tablets.” Do not read “Charut (engraved)” but “Cherut (freedom)”. – The Midrash states that when Moses saw the people sinning with the Golden Calf, the letters of the Ten Commandments miraculously flew from the stone Tablets, whereupon their weight became too great to bear and Moses dropped them. This implies that the literal word of God, as represented by the letters of the commandments, freed Moses from the limitations of the law of gravity. So too, the Torah provides its adherents with the emotional mettle to overcome life’s difficulties and trials.
Shemot Rabbah 46:1 & ArtScroll

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 2 (7)

You can have no freer man than one who is engaged in Torah study – The Torah is a source of freedom that allows man to be loyal to himself and his Godly soul, to be free to live according to the internal harmony of his personality. Unless man lives as God created him to, he is a slave to his own passions or society’s fashions.

Tiferet Yisrael

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 2 (8)

You can have no freer man than one who is engaged in Torah study – “I have on my table a violin string. It is free. But it is not free to do what a violin string is supposed to do – to produce music. So I take it, fix it in my violin, and tighten it until it is taut. Only then is it free to be a violin string.”

If we have merely “freedom from”, and not “freedom for” the higher goals and attainments of the Torah’s morality – that way lies spiritual bankruptcy.

Eastern poet Rabindranath Tagore, cited by Rav I Bunim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 2 (9)

Anyone who engages in Torah study becomes elevated – The Torah affords one the ability to achieve spiritual greatness, to rise above the mundane considerations of this world, and to enjoy a deep and meaningful connection to God.

Rabbi Moshe Almosnino

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 2 (10)

Anyone who engages in Torah study becomes elevated – This includes scholars, teachers of Torah, those who spread its word, those who support Torah scholars and institutions, and those who work to advance Torah causes.

Meiri

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 2 (11)

From Mattanah to Nachaliel and from Nachaliel to Bamot – From the gift (Mattanah) of the Torah, man gains a Divine heritage (Nachaliel) that elevates him and leads him to spiritual heights (Bamot).

Gemara Eruvin 54a

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 3 (1)
One who learns from his fellow a single chapter, a single Halachah, a single verse, a single Torah statement, or even a single letter, must treat him with honour. For thus we find in the case of David, King of Israel, who learned just two things from Achitophel, yet called him his teacher, his guide, his intimate, as it is said: “You are a man of my measure, my guide and my intimate.” One can derive from this the following: If David, King of Israel, who learned just two things from Achitophel, yet called him his teacher, his guide, his intimate – one who learns from his fellow a single chapter, a single Halachah, a single verse, a single Torah statement, or even a single letter, how much more so must he treat him with honour! And honour is due only for Torah, as it is said: “The wise shall inherit honour; and the perfect shall inherit good.” And only Torah is truly good, as it is said: “I have given you a good teaching, do not forsake My Torah.”
Avot 6:3, Psalms 55:14, Mishlei 3:35, 28:10 & 4:2

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 3 (2)

One who learns from his fellow ... must treat him with honour – Honouring such a person shows honour to the Torah, for it shows how much one appreciates the invaluable gift of Torah knowledge. 
Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 3 (3)

One who learns from his fellow ... must treat him with honour – Torah knowledge enlightens and refines those who study it. Hence, a teacher of any amount has shared in moulding his friend’s essence. 
HaChassid Yaavetz

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 3 (4)

Thus we find in the case of David, King of Israel – As the king, David was forbidden to honour others at the expense of the honour of the kingdom, unless he was obligated to do so. Therefore, the honour that David conferred on Achitophel proves that David felt obligated to do so and this was not merely a personal stringency.
ArtScroll

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 3 (5)

David, King of Israel, learned two things from Achitophel – that one should not study Torah alone, but with a colleague; and that when entering the study hall one should not hold his head high, but should walk with reverence.
Rashi & Psalms 55:15

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 4 (1)
This is the way of the Torah: Eat bread with salt, drink water in small measure, sleep on the ground, live a life of deprivation, and toil in the Torah. If you do this, “you shall be happy and it shall be well with you.” You shall be happy in this world, and it shall be well with you in the World to Come.

Avot 6:4, Psalms 128:2

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 4 (2)
Eat bread with salt, drink water in small measure – The Torah student does not live to eat but eats to live, that he may continue his sacred study. His meagre fare can easily be more satisfying than the lavish dinner which the harassed business executive takes with his tension and washes down with his irritations.
Rav I Bunim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 4 (3)

Live a life of deprivation – A wealthy person need not give up his financial security and live a life of poverty in order to pursue Torah. Rather, a poor person should not let poverty impede his pursuit of Torah.

Rashi

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 4 (4)
Toil in the Torah. If you do this, you shall be happy – The joy of dedicated Torah study cannot be conveyed in words. It must be experienced.
Rav Elya Lapian

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 4 (5)

You shall be happy in this world – A Jew who walks in God’s path should always be ecstatic; poverty and difficulty should seem too insignificant to matter.
Chafetz Chaim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 5 (1)
Do not seek greatness for yourself, and do not crave honour. Let your performance exceed your learning. Do not lust for the table of kings, for your table is greater than theirs, and your crown is greater than their crown; and your Employer is trustworthy to pay you remuneration for your deeds.
Avot 6:5

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 5 (2)
Do not seek greatness for yourself – One should not pursue greatness for personal ends, but one should certainly aspire to spiritual greatness.
Artscroll

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 5 (3)

Do not crave honour – Do not allow yourself to become envious when others are honoured while you stand aside unnoticed.
Rav Hirsch

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 5 (4)
Let your performance exceed your learning – Do not say: “I have not yet learned everything about a particular Mitzvah; I am not yet ready to observe it.”
Rav I Bunim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 5 (5)

Do not lust for the table of kings, for your table is greater than theirs – Even kings are limited in their ability to help others, but one who lives according to God's will can justify the sustenance of the entire world.

Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 5 (6)

Your Employer is trustworthy to pay you remuneration for your deeds – Even though ultimately it is God who causes man to succeed at his spiritual tasks, nonetheless God rewards him as his own efforts achieved the success.

Minchat Shabbat

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (1)
Torah is even greater than priesthood or royalty, for royalty is acquired along with 30 prerogatives, and the priesthood with 24 gifts, but the Torah is acquired by means of 48 qualities, which are: study, attentive listening, articulate speech, intuitive understanding, discernment, awe, reverence, humility, joy, purity, ministering to the sages, closeness with colleagues, sharp discussion with students, deliberation, knowledge of Scripture and Mishnah, limited business activity, limited sexual activity, limited pleasure, limited sleep, limited conversation, limited laughter, slowness to anger, a good heart, faith in the Sages, acceptance of suffering, knowing one’s place, being happy with one’s lot, making a protective fence around his words, claiming no credit for himself, being beloved, loving the Omnipresent, loving mankind, loving righteous ways and loving straightforwardness, loving rebuke, keeping far from honour, not being arrogant with his learning, not enjoying Halachic decision-making, sharing his fellow’s burden, judging him favourably, setting him on the truthful course, setting him on the peaceful course, thinking deliberately in his study, asking and answering, listening and contributing to the discussion, learning in order to teach, learning in order to practice, making his teacher wiser, seeking out the intent of the teaching, and repeating a saying in the name of the one who said it. For you have learned this: Whoever repeats a thing in the name of the one who said it brings redemption to the world, as it is said: “And Esther said to the king in the name of Mordechai.”
Avot 6:6 & Esther 2:22

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (2)
Royalty is acquired along with 30 prerogatives – The king may not act as judge, nor is he brought to trial, he is never a witness, nor do witnesses testify either for or against him, he does not perform Chalitzah (the rite in which a woman is released from having to participate in levirate marriage), nor is Chalitzah performed for his wife, he does not take a Yevamah (a woman in levirate marriage), nor is his wife taken as a Yevamah, nobody may marry his widow, even if a relative died the king does not leave his palace to accompany the dead, when he is in mourning and people come to pay their condolences they must sit on the ground while he reclines on a couch, he is permitted to confiscate private property to make a highway for himself, when the nation brings back the spoils captured in war they place it before him and he takes whatever he wishes, he may have no more horses than he requires for his chariot, he may not accumulate silver and gold beyond the needs of his household and escorts, a Torah scroll is written especially for him, and must always be with him in battle, in the city or state, when travelling, and when he is at rest, nobody may sit on his throne, ride on his horse, or handle his sceptre, nobody may see him while he receives a haircut or while he is naked or in the bathhouse, he is appointed by the word of a prophet, must be from among you and not from outside the land, must be your brother and not of alien birth, may not be a convert, nor a Mamzer, nor a slave.
Machzor Vitry, based on Gemara Sanhedrin 18a & Devarim 17:15-16

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (3)
Priesthood with 24 gifts – The meat of the animal sin-offering, the bird sin-offering, the definite-guilt-offering, the questionable-guilt-offering, the communal peace-offerings, the log measure of oil of a Metzora, the remainder of the Omer (barley-offering), the two-loaves (wheat-offering), the show-bread, the remainder of meal-offerings, the firstborn animals, the first fruits, the portions separated from the thanksgiving-offering and from the Nazirite’s ram, the hides of most-holy offerings, Terumah (the first portion of the crop separated and given to a Kohen, usually 1/40th, 1/50th or 1/60th of the total crop), Terumat Maaser (the tithe portion separated by a Levi from the Israelite’s tithe to the Levi),  Challah (portion removed from a dough of the five grains), the first shearings of wool, the gift portions of slaughtered animals (- the right foreleg, the jaws and the maw), the redemption of the firstborn son for five Selaim (silver coins), the redemption of the firstborn donkey for a sheep or goat which is given to a Kohen, the consecrated ancestral field that was sold by the Temple treasurer, the Cherem field, and the robbed property of a convert (who died without heirs).
Gemara Bava Kamma 110b

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (4)
But the Torah is acquired by means of 48 qualities – Unlike the prerogatives and gifts that are automatically awarded to kings and Priests, these 48 attributes are moral and spiritual virtues that must be acquired through diligent labour upon his own personality.
Rav Hirsch

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (5)
The Torah is acquired by means of 48 qualities – The first 24 qualities on the list are related to the development of the intelligence and methodology by which one can, through toil, come to know the Torah. The other 24 are means to sublimate one’s character and personality, and refine his essence so that he becomes a fitting receptacle for the holiness of the Torah.
Maharal

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (6)
Study – diligent study is the most basic prerequisite, for the Torah yields itself to those who are dedicated to it. Furthermore, one must be ready to learn from all people.
Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (7)
Attentive listening – One must carefully listen to his teachers and repeat only what he learned from them. If he is inattentive for even a moment, he might miss something important.
Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (8)
Articulate speech – One who raises his voice while studying will assure the retention of his learning. One who studies quietly will soon forget.
Rambam, Hilchot Talmud Torah 3:12

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (9)
Awe, reverence – God has placed the reverence of scholars on the same plane as reverence for Himself because one achieves life in the World to Come through the teachings of the scholars.
Sefer HaMussar
Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (10)
Humility – Only one humble enough to learn from all people can succeed at Torah study. 
Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (11)
Joy – A person in a joyful mood can learn more in an hour than a depressed person can learn in many hours. 
Ruach Chaim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (12)
Purity – Before beginning to study, one must purify his thoughts, for Torah is holy and pure and can only reside in pure places.
Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (13)
Ministering to the sages – One must seek every opportunity to hear the words of the sages, for one has much to learn even from the mundane conversation of scholars.
Rashi & Gemara Avodah Zarah 19b

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (14)
Closeness with colleagues – Through study with colleagues, one can analyse the teachings of their mentor.
Rashi

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (15)
Sharp discussion with students – Rabbi Chanina said: “Much did I learn from my teachers, and more from my colleagues; but from my students most of all.”
Gemara Taanit 7a

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (16)
Deliberation – One should never rush to reply to questions; rather, one should carefully analyse a question before replying. This prevents jumping to premature conclusions.
Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (17)
Limited business activity – One who eats business, sleeps business and dreams business will never open a volume for Torah study.
Rav I Bunim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (18)
Limited sleep – Sleep is a physical necessity, but surely not for the whole night. In order to gain time for Torah study, one who desires to acquire wisdom must limit his sleep to the minimum that is necessary for the preservation of his health.
Rav Hirsch

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (19)
Limited conversation – The Torah states: “And you shall speak of them (the words of Shema)”. The phrase “of them” is exclusionary, and comes to teach that “you should speak of them, but not of other matters”.
Gemara Yoma 19b

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (20)
Limited laughter – Although excessive frivolity leads to immorality, too somber a mood is not conducive to study or growth in Torah.
Tiferet Yisrael

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (21)
Slowness to anger – Patience is needed by teachers and students alike. An impatient teacher will never benefit from discussions with his students since they will be afraid to raise questions and incur his wrath. On the other hand, a student who angers easily will not be able to bear the admonishments and discipline imposed by his master, or accept his corrections of their errors.
Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (22)
A good heart – A true Torah scholar is as joyful about others’ success in Torah as he is about his own.
Avot deRabbi Natan 16

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (23)
Faith in the Sages – If the earlier generations were like angels, then we are like humans; if the earlier generations were like humans, then we are like donkeys, and not even like the donkey of Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair.
Talmud Yerushalmi Shekalim 5:1

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (24)
Faith in the Sages – All matters relating to a person, other than something having to do with Torah or fear of heaven, are only perceived through prophecy, and not by the Sages.
Rav Shneur Zalman of Liadi, the Alter Rebbe, Iggeret HaKodesh of Baal HaTanya, Chapter 22

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (25)
Acceptance of suffering – Everyone undergoes some suffering in life. Only one who can keep it from distracting him will succeed at Torah study.
Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (26)
Knowing one’s place – Man’s body will eventually return to the earth while his soul will hopefully ascend to a better world. One must recognise that his soul is the real person, and that his efforts must be directed towards allowing it to earn its true home.
Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (27)
Being happy with one’s lot – If one can support himself and his family, and engage in the development of his spiritual life as well, he has everything he needs.
Tiferet Yisrael

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (28)
Making a protective fence around his words – Not everything one thinks should be said. Not everything one says should be written. Not everything one writes should be printed and not everything printed should be read.
Rav Yisrael Salanter

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (29)
Claiming no credit for himself – Rabban Yochanan ben Zakai used to say: If you have studied much Torah, do not take credit for yourself, because that is what you were created to do.
Avot 2:9
Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (30)
Loving righteous ways – having the strength of character to defend the weak from oppression, such as when Moshe defended Yitro’s daughters at the well.
Shemot 2:16-17 & Tiferet Yisrael
Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (31)
Loving straightforwardness – An authentic student of Torah loves straightforwardness and does not flatter others. Flattery is a distortion that undermines the intellectual honesty needed for success at learning.
Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (32)
Loving rebuke – Since moral and ethical perfection is the ultimate goal of a Torah scholar, he will never be angry with someone who points out his errors and faults. Such a person is a friend, not an enemy, and one should thank him with all his heart and view him as his greatest benefactor.
Rav Hirsch

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (33)
Loving rebuke – If his townspeople are kindly disposed towards a Rabbinic scholar, it is not because he is of superior quality, but because he does not rebuke them about matters concerning Heaven.
Gemara Ketubot 105b

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (34)
Keeping far from honour – A true Torah scholar realises how far he is from perfection. He understands the spiritual danger inherent in honour and public recognition. He therefore seeks to keep as far as possible from honour and accolades.
Tiferet Yisrael

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (35)
Not being arrogant with his learning – He constantly feels that whatever he knows is insignificant to what he should have learned. Such spiritual thirst will propel him to true greatness.
Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (36)
Not enjoying Halachic decision-making – Ever humble, he feels he is unworthy to decide on Halachic issues, and follows the advice of the Sages, who teach that a judge must always view himself as one standing on the edge of Gehinom with a sword poised over his neck. On the other hand, he realises that it is his responsibility to rule when he is the most qualified to do so.
Midrash Shmuel & Gemara Yevamot 109b

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (37)
Sharing his fellow’s burden – One should seek to understand his friend’s opinion rather than immediately dismissing it as incorrect.
Ruach Chaim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (38)
Judging his fellow favourably – One should give a known middle-of the-road person the benefit of the doubt if one observes him performing a questionable activity (unless it looks so blatantly not the case, whereby it is nevertheless pious to assume the best).
Chafetz Chaim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (39)
Setting him on the peaceful course – By being flexible and ready to compromise when possible and legitimate, the Torah scholar promotes peace among people. 
Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (40)
Thinking deliberately in his study – One must prepare well before presenting a Torah lecture or address, both in terms of content and presentation.
Tiferet Yisrael
Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (41)
Asking and answering – He asks questions to attain greater understanding, and makes an effort to find the answers. Indeed Rabbinic literature is replete with commentators asking and then answering their own questions.
Kehati
Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (42)
Asking and answering – He is not too haughty to ask information of anyone, nor does he consider it beneath him to answer the lowliest questioner.
R. Shem-Tov Ibn Shem-Tov

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (43)
Listening and contributing to the discussion – He listens long and well, before he adds anything of his own. He makes sure he has learned and understood thoroughly, become imbued with the very “thought-processes” of the Torah, before he dares speak in its name. 

Rav I Bunim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (44)
Learning in order to teach – The constant review one experiences when teaching, combined with the necessity to understand the material clearly, in order to convey it to others, helps one master the subject matter.
Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (45)
Learning in order to practice – One cannot compare the one who learns medicine merely to have the knowledge, with the one who studies it to make it his occupation and cure the sick. For the first will little heed if he makes an error, while the one who would engage in its practice must be alert and aware, forgetting nothing and altering nothing.
Rav I Bunim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (46)
Making his teacher wiser – Rabbi Yochanan was grief-stricken when his disciple and colleague Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish died. Rabbi Yochanan said: “Whenever I propounded an idea, Reish Lakish would raise 24 objections and I would give 24 replies. This led to a deeper and fuller understanding of the law.” 
Gemara Bava Metzia 84a

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (47)
Seeking out the intent of the teaching – A good student wants to know not only the outcome, but also the underlying rationale for the ideas he learns. In this fashion his knowledge will remain lodged in his heart and mind.
Midrash Shmuel
Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 6 (48)
Repeating a saying in the name of the one who said it – Not only should one refuse to pass off as his own whatever he has heard from others, thus falsely taking credit for someone else’s statement, but he should also mention by name the person from whom he heard it, thus displaying indebtedness to the source.
Tiferet Yisrael
Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 7 (1)
Great is the Torah, for it confers life upon its practitioners, both in this world and in the World to Come, as it is said: “For they [the teachings of the Torah] are life to those who find them, and a healing to his entire flesh.” And it says: “It shall be healing to your flesh and marrow to your bones.” And it says: “It is a tree of life to those who grasp it, and its supporters are praiseworthy.” And it says: “They are a tiara of grace for your head and necklaces for your neck.” And it says: “It will give to your head a tiara of grace, a crown of glory it will deliver to you.” And it says: “Indeed, through me [the Torah] your days shall be increased, and years of life shall be added to you.” And it says: “Lengthy days are at its right, and at its left are wealth and honour.” And it says: “For lengthy days and years of life, and peace shall they add to you.”
Avot 6:7, Proverbs 4:22, 3:8, 18, 1:9, 4:9, 9:11, 3:16 & 3:2

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 7 (2)
Great is the Torah, for it confers life upon its practitioners – Just as the body needs food for its sustenance, so the soul needs its source of spiritual sustenance, Torah.
Netivot Shalom

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 7 (3)
The teachings of the Torah are life to those who find them, and a healing to his entire flesh. – While each physical ailment needs a different medicine, Torah is a general elixir for all ailments.
Gemara Eruvin 54a

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 7 (4)
The Torah is a tree of life to those who grasp it – In this world, man is in the midst of a raging sea of desire and ambition. The waves of pride and passion threaten to drown him in an ocean of worldly pleasure, and only one thing can save his life, Torah.
Ruach Chaim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 7 (5)
The Torah is a tree of life to those who grasp it, and its supporters are praiseworthy. – Unlike physical food, which can provide sustenance only to the person who eats it, the Torah provides sustenance not only to those who grasp it and study it, but even to those who merely support it.
Mili d’Avot

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 7 (6)
Indeed, through the Torah your days shall be increased – With true pleasure and satisfaction provided by the Torah, a person feels that in 24 hours he really lives a full, long day.
Rabbi Avraham Azulai

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 8 (1)
Rabbi Shimon ben Yehuda says in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai: Beauty, strength, wealth, honour, wisdom, old and hoary age, and children – these befit the righteous and befit the world, as it is said: “Ripe old age is a crown of splendour, it can be found in the path of righteousness.” And it says: “The crown of the aged is grandchildren, and the splendour of children is their fathers.” And it says: “The splendour of young men is their strength, and the glory of old men is hoary age.” And it says: “The moon will grow pale and the sun be shamed, when God, Master of Legions, will have reigned on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and honour shall be before His elders.” Rabbi Shimon ben Menasya said: These seven qualities that the Sages attributed to the righteous were all realised in Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi and his sons.
Avot 6:8, Proverbs 16:31, 17:6, 20:29, Isaiah 24:23

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 8 (2)
Beauty, strength, wealth, honour, wisdom, old and hoary age, and children – These attributes are like zeroes: if one places something before them (i.e. the service of God), they become meaningful and valuable; if not, they remain worthless.
Ruach Chaim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 8 (3)
Beauty – can be a terrible trap. Yosef was almost a victim of his own beauty, but because he overcame its temptation, he became known historically as Yosef HaTZadik. 
Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 8 (4)
Strength – used to protect the weak and vulnerable, is virtuous; while strength as power can be detrimental.
Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 8 (5)
Wealth – can enable one to be charitable and to study without financial pressures. However, an open account allows one to indulge in forbidden pleasures.
Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 8 (6)
Honour – An honourable person can exercise influence on those around him in a very positive fashion; while the negative side of honour is the arrogance it can bring.
Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 8 (7)
Wisdom – is a double-edged sword. It can lead either to the service of God or to negative behaviour.
Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 8 (8)
Old and hoary age – can facilitate the art of rebuke, since an older person speaks from experience and thus has a deep effect on his listeners. On the other hand, the extra years can become extra time to sin.
Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 8 (9)
Children – are the greatest source of merit for a person, if he raises them in the Torah way. When one uses his children to fight his battles, however, he has turned a potential for good into evil.
Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 8 (10)
The crown of the aged is grandchildren – When grandchildren follow in the pathway of Torah, they indicate a splendid achievement for the pious grandparent, for they show that authentic Judaism has taken root in the family tree.
Rav I Bunim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 8 (11)
The moon will grow pale and the sun be shamed, when God, Master of Legions, will have reigned. – Examples in which the sun’s movement was miraculously modified include Moshe in the battle against Sichon, Joshua at Givon, and Nakdimon ben Gurion facing a wealthy Roman.
Gemara Avodah Zarah 25a, Joshua 10:12-13, Gemara Taanit 20a 

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 9 (1)
Rabbi Yossi ben Kisma said: Once I was walking on the road, when a certain man met me. He greeted me and I returned his greeting. He said to me: “Rabbi, where are you from?” I said to him: “I am from a great city of scholars and sages.” He said to me: “Rabbi, would you be willing to live with us in our place and I would give you thousands upon thousands of golden dinars, precious stones and pearls?” I replied: “Even if you were to give me all the silver and gold, precious stones and pearls in the world, I would live nowhere but in a place of Torah.” And so it is written in the Book of Psalms by David, King of Israel: “I prefer the Torah of Your mouth above thousands in gold and silver.” Furthermore, when a man departs from this world, neither silver, nor gold, nor precious stones nor pearls accompany him, but only Torah study and good deeds, as it is said: “When you walk, it shall guide you; when you lie down, it shall guard you; and when you awake, it shall speak on your behalf.” “When you walk, it shall guide you” – in this world; “when you lie down, it shall guard you” – in the grave; “and when you awaken, it shall speak on your behalf” – in the World to Come. And it says: “Mine is the silver and Mine is the gold, says God, Master of Legions.”
Avot 6:9, Tehilim 119:72, Proverbs 6:22, Chaggai 2:8

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 9 (2)
“Rabbi, would you be willing to live with us in our place and I would give you thousands upon thousands of golden dinars, precious stones and pearls?” – Why did Rabbi Yossi refuse the offer? The answer could well lie in what the stranger did not say. He did not propose to build a Torah academy, nor did he mention that the townspeople would join study groups.
Rav I Bunim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 9 (3)
“I prefer the Torah of your mouth above thousands in gold and silver” – King David, who himself enjoyed great wealth, teaches that spiritual wealth is far more valuable than mundane riches.
Ruach Chaim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 9 (4)
“When you walk, it [the Torah] shall guide you” – The Torah illuminates man’s path in life, saving him from spiritual detours and mistakes.
Ruach Chaim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 9 (5)
And it says: “Mine is the silver and mine is the gold, says God, Master of Legions.” – Rabbi Yossi ben Kisma added this quotation to correct the person who sought to entice him with money. The man had said: “I would give you ...” Rabbi Yossi therefore told him that it is God Who owns all the money and He gives it to whomever He wants.
Midrash Shmuel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 10 (1)
The Holy One, Blessed is He, acquired five possessions in His world, and they are:

· Torah, one possession;

· Heaven and earth, one possession;

· Avraham, one possession;

· Israel, one possession; and

· The Holy Temple, one possession.

From where do we know this about the Torah? Since it is written: “God acquired me [the Torah] at the beginning of His way, before His works in time of yore.” From where do we know this about heaven and earth? Since it is written: “So says God: The heaven is My throne, and the earth is My footstool; what house can you build for Me, and where is the place of My rest?” And it says: “How abundant are Your works, God, with wisdom You made them all, the earth is full of Your possessions.” From where do we know this about Avraham? Since it is written: “And He blessed him and said: Blessed is Avram of God the Most High, Who acquired heaven and earth.” From where do we know this about the people Israel? Since it is written: “Until Your people passes through, God, until it passes through – this people You acquired,” and it also says: “But for the holy ones who are in the earth and for the mighty all my desires are due to them.” From where do we know this about the Holy Temple? Since it is written: “Your dwelling place which You, God, have made; the Sanctuary, my Lord, that Your hands established.” And it says: “And He brought them to His sacred boundary, to this mountain which His right hand acquired.”

Avot 6:10, Proverbs 8:22, Isaiah 66:1, Tehilim 104:24, Bereishit 14:19, Shemot 15:16, Tehilim 16:3, Shemot 15:17, Tehilim 78:54

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 10 (2)
The Holy One, Blessed is He, acquired five possessions in His world – God provides man in general and His people specifically the means by which to acquire a relationship with Him.

Sfat Emet

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 10 (3)
The Holy One, Blessed is He, acquired five possessions (Kinyanim) in His world – Kinyan denotes an abiding permanent relationship between the acquisition and the one who makes it his. It does not become his possession lightly, haphazardly or temporarily. It becomes his thoroughly and permanently.

Abarbanel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 10 (4)
Torah – was the Almighty’s first important, treasured possession, his blueprint for a world for man’s spiritual growth and achievement.

Rav I Bunim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 10 (5)
Heaven and earth, one possession – This refers to the primal matter out of which heaven and earth, and everything therein, took form in the six days of creation.

Abarbanel

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 10 (6)
Heaven and earth – can fill man with reverence and awe to worship and obey; and they provide the setting where man can work out, through the Torah, his salvation and redemption, to make the entire world a holy setting for God’s presence.

Rav I Bunim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 10 (7)
Avraham – “I have known him, that he may charge his children and household after him, that they may keep the way of God, to do righteousness and justice.”

Bereishit 18:19

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 10 (8)
Israel – The people Israel are essential for the fulfilment of the Divine plan on earth. Exiled from its homeland, Jewry took the Torah along to country after country, as faithful messengers.

Rav I Bunim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 10 (9)
The Holy Temple – The holiness of the site stems from time immemorial. Adam built an altar there after he left Eden, and offered sacrifices; there Cain and Abel brought their offerings. The Flood destroyed the altar; but when Noach left the Ark he rebuilt it at the same spot, to bring his sacrifices of thanksgiving. Avraham was directed to that site to build the altar anew and bind Isaac upon it.

Rav I Bunim

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 11 (1)
All that The Holy One, Blessed is He, created in His world, He created solely for His glory, as it is said: All that is called by My Name, indeed, it is for My glory that I have created it, formed it and made it. And it says: God shall reign for all eternity.

Avot 6:11, Isaiah 43:7, Shemot 15:18

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 11 (2)
All that The Holy One, Blessed is He, created in His world, He created solely for His glory – Of course God does not need His glory to be recognised, but we need to recognise His glory. Man was created ultimately to acknowledge and exalt God’s glory, because that way lies man’s ultimate development.
Rav Hirsch

Ethics of the Fathers: Chapter 6 Mishnah 11 (3)
All that is called by My Name, indeed, it is for My glory that I have created it, formed it and made it. – There are four levels of Creation: a) Atzilut (a level comprising God’s Names), b) Beriyah (creating), c) Yetzirah (forming), d) Asiyah (making).

Midrash Shmuel
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